ALLEGANY COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
RECOGNITION RECEPTION

You have been nominated for the Chamber’s 2026 Recognition Awards. The award winners are honored at the Chamber’s Reception in November. Since 1988, the event has been the Chamber’s premier annual opportunity to recognize Allegany County’s most notable successes among its membership.

CRITERIA FOR HONOREES

The Chamber’s awards are given annually at the Recognition Reception. The awardees are limited exclusively to Chamber members who are recognized as making exemplary contributions to the community by:

	1.	Contributing to the betterment of the region through community
		service, leadership roles, and achievements that benefit the people
		and the progress of our county.

	2.	Demonstrating an exemplary model in professional and personal practice.
Awardees provide a role model for other business professionals and			community leaders; hold a greater vision for self and for company ethic
that models progress; and raise the standard for professionals locally.

NOMINATION PACKAGE REQUIERMENTS
Submit full application here: Chamber Recognition - 2026 Nomination Form – Fill out form

EVALUATION PROCESS

Awards will be determined by a committee consisting of the Allegany County Chamber of Commerce 1st Vice Chair, two Past Chairs, a selection from the general membership, and the honorees from previous years’ awards. 

Judges will use the scoring rubrics outlined. Scores will be tallied, and finalists will be selected based on the highest scores. The committee may choose to interview finalists or request additional documentation if needed.

All award winners will be notified by Friday, August 28, 2026.


AWARD CATEGORIES

LARGE BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
Eligibility: A Chamber member business with 26 or more employees and at least 2 years of operation in Allegany County and 2 years with the Chamber.
Purpose: Recognizes a business with outstanding economic performance and community involvement.

	Criteria
	Description
	Max Points

	Economic Impact
	Job creation, growth in revenue, capital investments
	25

	Community Involvement
	Philanthropy, volunteerism, local partnerships
	25

	Innovation & Adaptability
	New strategies, processes, or tech that enhanced performance
	25

	Leadership in Industry
	Recognition, professional affiliations, mentorship
	25

	TOTAL
	
	100




SMALL BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
Eligibility: A Chamber member business with 25 or fewer employees with at least 2 years of operation in Allegany County and 2 years with the Chamber.
Purpose: Honors the achievements of a small business making economic and community impact.

	Criteria
	Description
	Max Points

	Business Performance
	Stability, growth, customer base
	25

	Community Engagement
	Local giving, volunteerism, community partnership
	25

	Innovation/Creativity
	Unique products, services, marketing approaches
	25

	Resilience & Leadership
	Overcoming challenges, staff development, industry leader
	25

	TOTAL
	
	100



ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT
Eligibility: A Chamber member founder, owner, or team members of a business of any size with at least 2 years of operation in Allegany County and 2 years with the Chamber.
Purpose: Celebrates risk-takers, and forward-thinking investors who are working to improve the business landscape.
	Criteria
	Description
	Max Points

	Innovation
	New services/products/tech or breakthrough initiatives
	25

	Execution & Growth
	Implementation success, metrics of growth
	25

	Community Contribution
	Impact beyond profit, mentorship, collaboration
	25

	Overcoming Challenges
	Barriers surmounted and resilience shown
	25

	TOTAL
	
	100



COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD
Eligibility: A Chamber member (for profit) business of any size with at least 2 years of operation in Allegany County and 2 years with the Chamber.
Purpose: Highlights exceptional commitment to service beyond its core business operations.

	Criteria
	Description
	Max Points

	Depth & Consistency of Service
	frequency, longevity, and level of commitment
	25

	Tangible Community Outcomes
	Demonstrable results, number of people or issues impacted
	25

	Mission Alignment
	How service aligns with values or organizational mission
	25

	Employee/Team Involvement
	Team-wide engagement in community service
	25

	TOTAL
	
	100





NONPROFIT OF THE YEAR
Eligibility: A Chamber member 501(c)(3) nonprofit with at least 2 years of operation in Allegany County and 2 years with the Chamber.
Purpose: Recognizes outstanding mission delivery and community impact.

	Criteria
	Description
	Max Points

	Community Impact
	Measurable outcomes, reach of programs
	25

	Innovation in Programming
	New solutions or methods to meet community needs
	25

	Financial Stewardship
	Responsible budgeting and sustainability
	25

	Leadership & Collaboration
	Community partnerships, advocacy, and leadership roles
	25

	TOTAL
	
	100


















